
Department of Energy 

ROCKY FLATS FIELD OFFICE 
P.O. Box 928 

GOLDEN, COLORADO 804024928 

Mr. Tim Rehder 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region VI11 
999 18th Street, Suite 500 
Denver, Colorado 80202-2466 

Mr. Steve Gunderson 
Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment 
4300 Cherry Creek Drive South 
Denver, Colorado 80246 

98-DOE-03837 

Gentlemen: 

The U.S. Department of Energy Rocky Flats Field Office is pleased to transmit the 1998 
annual updated environmental restoration (ER) ranking to your agencies. The Rocky 
Flats Cleanup Agreement (RFCA), Attachment 4, contains the prioritized list of ER sites 
developed to select the top priority sites for remediation. The list was developed to be 
used as an aid in planning and prioritizing removal action at Rocky Flats Environmental 
Technology Site (the Site). The sequence of remediation activities at the Site has 
generally followed the prioritization. Other factors that also influence the remediation 
sequence are funding, project cost, resource availability, data sufficiency, and integration 
with other Site activities. Prioritization accelerates the cleanup process of the highest risk 
sites first, and more quickly reduces risks to human health and the environment. The 
prioritization of cleanup also results in cost reduction by allowing better planning and 
more efficient utilization of resources. 

The original methodology for prioritizing sites for remediation was developed in 1995 in 
a collaborative effort between the United States Environmental Protection Agency, the 
Colorado Department of Public Health and the Environment, the Department of Energy, 
Kaiser-Hill Company, L.L.C. (K-H), and Rocky Mountain Remediation Services 
(RMRS). RMRS subsequently implemented this methodology. The result was a 
prioritized list of ER sites, including a list of ranked sites that require more information. 
In accordance with RFCA, Attachment 4, the ranking was updated in 1996 and 1997. 
These updates included the action level framework values, scoring scale, groundwater 
plumes, potential areas of concern, and a professional judgment factor. 
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The enclosed 1998 ER ranking has no modifications to the prioritization methodology. 
The list has been updated as follows: 

The source removal action at individual hazardous substance site (IHSS) 108 trench 
T-1 was completed; 
The Building 123 site (IHSSs 148,121, Building 123 Under Building Contamination 
[UBC], Resource Conservation and Recovery Act Unit 40) was added to the ER 
Ranking spreadsheet. 
The remedial action for the Mound site plume was completed. 
Additional available information was used to modify the ranking of the following 
sites: 
- 
- PU&D yard plume; 
- east trenches plume; 

- 
- 
- 

- Building 440 area. 
The status column is consistent with the 1998 Annual Historical Release Report 
Update with respect to proposed no further actions. 
The low-ranked portions of the prioritized list have been combined. 

Property utilization and disposal (PU&D) yard; 

- IHSS 118.1; 
903 pad & lip area (IHSSs 112 and 115); 
Bowman's pond (PAC 700-1 108); 
Trench 7 (IHSS 111.4); and 

Some of the data used for ER ranking has not been validated at this time. The K-H team 
anticipates that the data will be validated in fiscal year 1999. Any changes in ranking due 
to data validation will be incorporated into the ranking as necessary. 

If you should have any technical questions regarding this transmittal, please call Norma I. 
Castaneda at 303-966-4226 or contact me at 303-966-7252. 

Enclosure 
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cc wEnc: 
A. Rampertaap, EM-45, HQ 
G. Kleeman, EPA 
C. Spreng, CDPHE 
R. DiSalvo, OCC, RFFO 
Administrative Record 

cc w/o Enc: 
J. Legare, AMEC, RFFO 
B. April, RLG, RFFO 
R. Tyler, ERWM, RFFO 
N. Castaneda, ERWM, RFFO 
L. Brooks, K-H 
L. Butler, K-H 
D. Shelton, K-H 
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